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Copy of a Letter from the Right Honourable Lord GEORGE 
GORDON, to the Right Honourable CHARLES WOLFRAN 
CORNWALL, Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, = 


SIR, 


Am pretty well acquainted with the characters of ſome of the 

| I members of the preſent monſtrous. coalition of parties, or 
ctions; who have at length, it matters not how, got the King 
and the reins of government into their hands and power 


1 think there are ſome dangerous incendiaries and mas 


lignants in this deſperate combination, who have divided the 
King from the people, ſeparated the. Proteſtant Colonies 
from the Crown of theſe kingdoms, ſowed the ſeeds of 
civil war in Great Britain and Ireland, and brought the true 
public liberty, ſafety, and peace of theſe kingdoms (wherein' 
every family's private condition is included) into the utmoſt peril 
by their conſpiracies, attempts, and practices; and bearing alſo, 
upon my mind the foreign and revolting ſtate of the kingdom 
of Ireland at this time, the ignorant and deluded eſtate of the 


kingdom of England, and the dangerous eſtate of my own. 
country, the kindgom of Scotland; under ſuch circumſtances, | 


J do now, at laſt (after other means of ſupplication, remonſtrance, 


proteſtation, and ſuffering) reſolve and determine to reveal and 


make known ſome truths concerning the- miſchievous politics 
which I have ſeen carried on and countenanced by his Majeſty's 
confidential ſervants for many years paſt : that by ſo doing 
the final and approaching accompliſhment of our ruin may be 
timely prevented or removed. And this I promiſe to do in abe 
great name of the Lord our God, the only liring and true God, 
the ſearcher of all hearts, with a true intention to perform the 


lion, or whatever elſe my adverſaries, from their craft or malice, 
would put upon me; ſeeing that what I intend to do is well 
warranted, and ariſes from an unfeigned deſire to maintain the 
true worſhip of God, the majeſty of the King, and the common 
happineſs of all ranks of the people, from generation to gene- 
ration; and believing that the Lord of Hoſts is with us : the God 


of Jacob is our refuge. 


* bound then . the laws of God and of man, to reſiſt 4 
all 


,” ” 


ſame : and I neither fear the foul aſperſion of treaſon, or rebel- 
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| all treaſonable uproars and ' hoſtilities raiſed againſt the true rell- 
gion, and the King's majeſty, and the proſperity of the people, 
it is my purpoſe, without further ceremony, to open up to the 
world a very dark ſeries of tranſactions, which I was perſonally, 
and I hope honourably, concerned in; and I can prove every 
matter that I ſhall aſſert at the bar of your honourable Houſe, 
or in any lawful court of juſtice for ſtate criminals. 

You, Mr. Speaker, and the reſt of the repreſentatives of the 
people, in Parliament aſſembled, if you will do your duties and 
act virtuouſly, are certainly the fitteſt aſſembly, and moſt Jawful 
congreſs to deliberate upon the myſterious and obſcure ſubjects I 
Mall lay before the public. It is not my intention to trouble you 
with too much at ove time. At preſent I only deſire that you 
will ſabmit to the peruſal of the Houſe of Commons the follow- 
ing Narrative of the Heads of a Converſation concerning the 
Engliſh Popery Bill, which paſſed between Lord Petre and me, 

previous to the riots of June, in the year 1780. 


1 am, Sir, with all due reſpect, 
Your moſt obedient, and humble ſervant, 


Welbeck dart, Londen, April ar, 1763. 6. GORDON, 


. of the Heaps of a ConvERSATION between Lord 
 PETRE and Lord GEORGE GORDON. Written by Lord 
George Gordon, when he was in the Tower, for the uſe, and 
Information, aud at the deſire of his Counſellors Lloyd Kenyon, 
Thomas Erſkine, Robert Mac Intoſh, Edmund Payrell, Sadie 
Hargrare, and Albany Wallis.) 


LARLV in the ſpring of the year 1780, long Et the riots, | 
. met Sir Edward 5 baronet, in Lower 1 


* 1 5 1 


. having fi An = addreſſes 3 in ſupport ol the American 
war, and i rag North's adminiſtration, inſtead of the petitions of 
the people for the redre(s of grievances. After ſome other ſtreet 
1 converſation of a general nature, he opened the buſineſs he had 
to communicate to me, which was this, That Lord Petre, nat 
being acquainted with me, had dc fired him (Sir Edward Aſtley) 20 
| aft leave for Lord Petre to wait upon me on the fi 4 of the 
Pepery Bill | 
TT obſerved to Sir Edward Aſtley, that as Lord petre was a 


ne of high rank, gue who had (cryed as boſt to the * 


* 
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at Warley camp, a man of great poſſeſſions, and my ſenior in 
years, I thought it would be more becoming in me to wait upon 
Lord Petre : eſpecially, as my houſe was a poor one, and at' 
that time open upon all lawful days for Proteſtants to ſign their 
petition ; and ſeeing them might be offenſive or diſagreeable to 
his Lordſhip : I therefore deſired Sir Edward Aſtley to carry 
my compliments to Lord Petre, and tell him that I ſhonld have 
the honour of writing to him next day to know at what houſe, 
or place, or hour his Lordſhip would allow me to wait upon him? 
I communicated this overture to a judicious friend that ſame 
afternoon, but it was his opinion. that it would be more proper 
to let Lord Petre come to wait upon me, at my own houſe, on 
that public buſineſs, and occaſion of the Proteſtant Aſſociations, 
than for me to wait upon Lord Perre. However, good as that 
counſel has ſince appeared to me, I did at that time, after giving 
my friend the ſame reaſons I gave to Sir Edward Aſtley, uſe the 
freedom to tell him, that I did not intend to follow his advice 
reſpecting that ceremony, but ſtill Prei red waiting upon Lord 
Petre, as my duty. 
Sir Edward Aſtley, and my Friend, can bear witneſs ſo far. 


Next morning, when I had juſt taken hold of the pen to write 


to Lord Petre, Mr. Banfield (now a hatter and hoſier in the Strand, 


and at that time one of the Proteſtant Committee, though he bas 


ſince left us) was ſhewed up ſtairs to me, and began to inform me 
of ſome violent expreſſions a Papiſt had been uſing, ſuch as tha? 
be hoped fron to walk up to the knees in Proteſtant blood, and of ſome 
other matters on the ſubject of the Popery Bill, and the Prote- 
ſtant Petition, then ſigned by about thirty thouſand men At 
that inſtant, Lord Petre came into the drawing room, where we 
were fitting. The ſtreet door being open for the Proteſtants 


to ſign their Petition, in my parlour, there was no knock made, 


that I heard, or any ceremony of admittance. My butler, John 
Mac Queen, having announced that it was Lord Petre, Mr, Ban- 
field, with great politeneſs, retired immediately ; ; and I told Mac 
Queen nöt to let any body up ſtairs to interrupt Lord Petre's viſit, 
Mir. Banfield, and John Mac Queen, can witneſs ſo far. 
Lord Petre, Aer he did me the honour to ſit down, ſeemed. 
a good deal confuſed ; and I had never, to my knowledge, ſeen 
his Lordſhip before that time. However, upon perceiving his em- 
barraſſment, I thought it a duty of hoſpitality to ſpeak to him 
on ſome familiar ſubjects, ſuch as aſking after Lady Petre, and 
if his Lordſhip would take ſome retreſhment, with other con- 


þis e had recovered himſelf n then uſed ſome 


— — —— — 
P ear ens to a> ein _ . 


yerſation, of rather common · place tendency, till I obſerved that | 


expreſſions ® | 
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expreſſions verging towards the occaſion of his viſit, which 
naturally led his Lordſhip to mention his buſineſs with me. 

Lord Petre then fpoke, in very obliging and courtly language, 
to the following effect: — That he had come on purpoſe to en- 
deavour to prevail on me to withdraw myſelf from the Prote- 
Rant Aſſociations :—That they were in general a mean ſet of 
people :—That it was entirely owing to me that they had be- 


come of conſequence ;— That if I would withdraw, they 


would dwindle away preſently :—That my great abilities and 
induſtry would give weight to any party :—That the Roman 
Catholics had a very great regard for me: That they wiſhed 
me to be informed on the ſubje&t :=-That they had decreaſed 
Pace the bill paſſed ia their favour :—That he came to me 
without any of their Priefts knowing it :—That he had in his 

cket letters to ſhew me from the head Biſhops of the four 
bd Catholic diviſions of England. — His Lordſhip then 


read thoſe letters to me (little {ſmall letters like French paper) :— 


They purported to contain accounts of the numbers of the 
Jeſuits, Ex- ſeſuits, Dominicans, Franciſcans, and the reſt of the 


Roman Catholic orders in Scotland. —His Lordſhip obſerved, 


* 


that the letter from the Vork diviſion was not ſigned by the head 


| Biſhop of that diſtrict, he being an old infirm man, and ſick at 


the time it was written. Thoſe letters tended to ſhew Lord 
Petre that Popery was declining ſince the Act in favour of it; 
which aſtoniſhed me greatly, having received at that time ſo 
much information to the contrary from Proteſtants in all parts of 
the kingdom. His Lordſhip then ſhewed me a large ſubſcription 


paper for a new Popiſh School, or Chapel, the only one, I think 


his Lordſhip ſaid, fince that Act of Parliament had been paſſed. 
His Lordſhip mentioned his ſon, or fons, that they were edu- 


cated abroad, mentioning the names of the Colleges, and 


brought up for a military life; but whether his 'Eordſhip ſaid 
he expected them ſoon to enter into the ſervice of theſe king- 
doms, or into the ſervice of foreign powers, I cannot exaCtly 


* 


determine. | 
To all this I endeavoured to anſwer Lord Petre in a manner 
becoming a Proteſtant Nobleman ; in as ſoft, obliging, and cour- 
reous language as I was maſter of; at the {ame time preſerving 
my integrity and honour in the cauſe J was engaged to with the 
Englith Proteſtants. With this view of duty, I uſed the free- 
dom, firft, to revert back gently ro the commencement of what 


bis Lordſhip had ſaid, and affured his Lordſhip, that however 


mean thoſe concerned in the Proteſtant Aſſociations might appear 
to His Lordſhip, I believed there were many among them, and 
unn | 8 particularly 1 


* 


Txt 


particularly the Scots, who acted from principle, as I did ak; 
I then told his Lordſhip, that he was miſtaken, and had been 
miſinformed as to my abilities, for they were but moderate, and 
could be of little ſervice to any party; but I could aſſure his 
Lordſhip, that there were men of the greateſt abilities in Europe. 
amongſt us, and with us, though [ did not name their names. 
That my withdrawing from the Engliſh Proteſtants (which L 
would not do) might be of no ſervice to his Lordſhip's views; 
for in that caſe, heated as men's minds were upon the ſubject, 
there would probably ſpring up ſome Wat Tyler, ora Maſſanello,, 
who would not have patience or' temper to, commune at all with 
Government concerning the Popiſh Bill ; and might very poſſibly 
chuſe, from motives of ambition, to embroil the nations in a 
civil war. That I had received good reaſons from Proteſtants 
for believing that his Lordſhip was miſinformed by thoſe he 
confided in as to the growth of Popery. — That the foundation 
of the Engliſh Popery Bill, originating from a, ſecret correſpon- 
dence betweeu Biſhop. Hay, the head Biſhop over the Roman Ca- 
tholics in Scotland, and Sir John Dalrymple, one of the King's | 
Scots Judges, was of ſuch a dark and deſigning nature, that 
neither I, nor any real friend to the free conſtitution of theſe 
| kingdoms, or to the! Houſe of Hanover (being Proteſtants) could 
give it any countenance, 

Lord Petre then anfwered, in a very condeſcending manner, 
that if I would not withdraw myſelf from the Proteſtant Aſſo- 
ciations, he wiſhed I wopld uſe my influence fo po/{þone preſenting 
the Petitions, and not to move in the Houſe of Commons for 
the repeal of that Bill for five years ;—and then, at the end of 
that period, to move for the repeal of that Act, if I thought 
the Roman Catholics had made an improper uſe of it. I Here 
Lord Petre, on my intimating that I might not be in Parliament 
at the end of that period, and that I was indiſpenſably bound tio 
do. my duty at that time that I had a ſeat, was pleaſed to make 
uſe of very kind words, expreſling his Lordſhip's opinion, 
that my manner of ſpeaking and debating in the, Houſe of 
Commons were ſuch, as would always make ſure of ſome par- 
liamentary intereſt to ſecure a conſtant return to Parliament. J 
His Lordſhip then intimated that he was not connected with 
Biſhop Hay, who he rather deſcribed as being of a raſh impru- 
dent temperament of mind, And concluded this diviſion. of 
his diſcourſe with ſaying, that Papiſts now did not hold ſuch 
ereeds and principles as Proteſtants aſcribed to them. 

I, thanked his Lordſhip for his kind and condeſcending manner 
in dealing with me, and W 1 in as courteous phraſes as the 

converſation 


fol 


ita would then bear, to this effect :——That 1 could not 
in conſcience uſe any influence his Lordſhip might ſuppoſe I had 
with Proteſtants, to induce them o peſtpone preſenting their 
Petitions ; for, I really believed, if the Popery Bill ſtood as it 
was, and any one Papiſt ſhould uſe half the honeſt pains to re- 
ſtore the antient and hereditary royal family of Stuart to the 
throne of theſe kingdoms that I took to promote the glory of 
the God of Iſrael, and the proſperity of the people, the preſent 
Hluſtrious Sovereign, and all the reſt of the Houſe of Hanover, 
might find themſelves in danger, or exile, in a th of the time 
his Lordſhip required. 

This involved reply at firſt ſeemed to puzzle Lord Petre ; but 
after ſome pauſe, his Lordſhip declared that the new Oath the 
Roman Catholics took to Government, ſecured their allegiance : 
to the Houſe of Hanover. 

I rejoined to this, with, I believe, ſome more plainneſs of ex- 


| preſſion, that that new oath, to which his Lordſhip had allu- 


ded, might indeed ſecure the allegiance of ſome Papiſts to the 
| Houſe of Hanover, who were relaxed in their religious, creeds 
and principles; or thoſe Papiſts who had forgotten how muck 
the royal family of Stuart had ſuffered for their ſakes, only, both 


nn perſon and baniſhment; or other Papiſts who might have 


their own private reaſons for a perſonal attachment to the preſent 
King : but, as for my part, if I was a Papiſt, or could tolerate 
Topery, I would not take any oath of allegiance to the Houſe of 
Hanover (being Proteſtants) as long as there was an hereditary | 
Popiſh Prince, of the antient and royal family of Stuart (my own 
near, dear, and lawful relations) to be found on the face of the 
earth, and in juſt and neceſſary baniſhment from the throne of 
theſe kingdoms, merely for his idolatry in being reconciled to 
Popery. Beſides, as to the new Oath his Lordſhip mentioned, 
I added, that Biſhop Hay himſelf had aſſerted, in his memorial i 
to the Houſe of Commons, that the Roman Catholics had in- 
lüſted in great numbers into the laſt regiments raiſed in Scotland, 
to go out to war againſt the American Colonies ; and that in 
Scotland, thoſe very Roman Catholics muſt have taken the ſame 
oaths as Proteſtants take, and in the uſual form of ſwearing and 
atteſting adminiſtered to Preſbyterians (as the Scots nation had 
not ſuffered the Popery Bill to be extended to their country) and 
- which perjuries, on the part of the Roman Catholics, who muſt 
have ſworn that they were Proteſtants, I could not account for 
without a diſpenſation from the Pope. 
Lord Petre anſwered, that the Engliſh Roman Catholics had 
nothing to do with Bihop Hay; and 1 that the Engliſh 
Roman 


- 
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Roman Catholics had had ſome ſcruples at firſt about tal ing the 
new Oath of allegiance, but af a late OE at Paris it was 
decided they were 1 in taking it. 

Whether my countenance, which is a great deal too flexible for 
political conferences, ſhewed any alarm on hearing the head of 
the Engliſh Roman Catholics ſpeak to me of a Foreign Council 
at Paris ; or whether Lord Petre thought it late, and was tired, 
(we baving by that time fat two hours and an half, the fire quite 
out, and very cold) [ cannot exactly determine; but his Lord- 
ſhip then put up his papers into his pocket. 

in getting up from his ſeat, Lord Petre ſaid he was ofraid 
Riots might happen en preſenting the Petition, : 

I inſtantly aſked his Lordſhip if he knew that any were in- 
tended ? Saying at the ſame time, I never approved of ſuch 
proceedings, and hoped he would let me know it ever he heard 
of any attempt of that kind. = 
Lord Petre anſwered, that he beard the people of Rochefter 
 avere a very riotous people. - | 

After his Lordſhip had got half w ay down ſtairs, he returned 4 
back to my room to ſee that he had left none of his Papers. 
I could not help feeling ſorry and thoughtful after his Lord- 
ſhip had left me, becauſe I perceived that he went away diſplea- 
ſed and abruptly ; ; and I conceived if I had only made ule of 
more. engaging expreſſions than J did, that I might have com- 
municated my opinions without offending his Lordſhip. There 
was no difficulty at all in anſwering Lord Petre. The diffs, 
culty lay in reſtraining ſuch emotions of the heart, within pro- 
per bounds, as his Lordſhip's propoſals might naturally awaken. 
J could eaſily have refuted almoſt every particular ſentence that 
Lord Petre pronounced, either from the word of God and thoſe 
arguments deducible from the commandments binding upon the 
Jews and Chriſtians; or even from heathen morality ; or phi- : 
loſophically; or politically ; or hiſtorically ; or by contradie- © 
tory informations; or ſatirical perſonalities ; but, as it was in 
my own houſe, and as 1 felt mylelf indiſpenſibly bound to reject 
the whole of his Lorpſhip's overtures, and to keep ſtedfaſt, 1 
imagined that a polite denial might be a prudent diſcharge of 
duty at that time, without grating his Lordſhip” I heart and un- 
derſtanding by ſudden and immediate inveſtigations into the 
corrupt nature of all his doctrines and purpoſes with me; by 
ſuch ſevere and critical replies, or by ſuch plain logical deduc- 
tions and inferences as I could perceive his Lordſhip, in that 
\ converſation, was very frequently liable to. 5 2 
I told this converſation to a friend the ſame evening; and to 

B the 
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the Rev. Eraſmus 3 of Black- Friers, foms days afres! 
I told Mr. Edmund Burke at that Lord Petre had been with 


me, and that I was ſorry I could not comply with his Lordſhip's 


requeſts, I had reafon to look upon Mr. Burke as the parlia- 
mentary political agent for the Roman Catholics, and he uſed to 
look upon me as one of the agents on the oppoſite ſide, and 


was always very polite and civil on thoſe matters, in private, 


till after this converſation with Lord Petre; and fince that, 1 


believe he has never once ſhewed the ſmalleſt ſign of acquain- 


tance or familiarity which had ſubſiſted between us for ſome years. 
Soon after this converſation with Lord Petre, Mr. James 


" Fiſher, an attorney in White-chapel, and Secretary to the Pro- 


teſtant Aſſociations of London, Weſtminſter, and the Borough 


ot Southwark, convened a very numerous meeting of the Com- 


Mittee at the Old Crown and Rolls Tavern in Chancery Lane, 
and to my no ſmall aſtoniſhment propoſed the very motion to 


the Committee 20 delay preſenting the Petition of the Pleſtant 
 Aﬀeciation, Eraſmus Middleton and I were both ſtruck with 
the apparent treachery « of the propoſal. We neithr of us thought 
it prudent to mention in the Committee at large the converſation 
with Lord Petre; yet we oppoſed the motion ſtrenuoully. on 


many other grounds, and with ſome ſuitable variety of argu- 
ments. The Committee, notwithſtanding, were pleaſed to carry 


Mr Fiſher's motion haughtily and triumphantly againſt us, divi- 


ding a vaſt majority, as many as the room could hold, againſt 
two, However Mr. Middleton was not fo eaſily to be got the 
better of; and I told them all, very plainly, to conſider what 
ſerious buſineſs they were engaged in, -and what filly argu- 
ments they had uſed againſt Mr, Middleton and me; and I 
aſſured them, that I would ſubmit. their arguments and ours, 
upon that motion of delay, to the honeſt deliberation of the 
Aſſociation at large, at their firſt public meeting, and be guided 
and bound by their deciſion only.—Now N. B.—Before the 
next public meeting of the Aſſociation, they all, and Mr. Fiſher 


in perſon at my houſe, acquainted me that they were come over 
entirely to Mr Middleton's opinions and mine net to po/ipone 


preſenting the Petition; and begged of me, earneſtly, to ſay 


nothing of the differences in the Committee to the Aſſociation at 


large. Neither Mr. Middleton or I thought it worth our while 


to expoſe Mr. Fiſher to the Aſſociation; or to make any remarks 
upon the weakneſſes of thoſe gentlemen of the Committee whom 
he hag deluded by his ſpeciouſneſs ; but from that moment, T 


believe, neither Mr. Middleton or I repoſed mw OHNE at 
ak in Mr. James Fiſher. 
„ remem- 


— — 
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remember very well telling the Speaker of the Houſe of 
Commons, Sir Fletcher Norton, about that time, that I had 
reafons to ſuſpect the firmneſs of the Secretary of the Proteſtant 
Aſſociation. 

Sir Fletcher, very wiſely, adviſed me to change him direfly. 

I anſwered my friend, Sir Fletcher, that the buſineſs of the 
' Aſſociation was {0 near concluded I did not think it worth while 


to change him. 


I am ſorry to ſay that Mr. Fiſher's firmneſs and i integrity were 
ſuſpected long before I joined the Engliſh Proteſtants, The 
independent miniſters very honeſtly warned me with reſpect to Mr, 
Fiſher's character and conduct in other undertakings they had 


_ obſerved him engaged in. I found him a man of ſome educa- 


tion and what may be called an Orator : very fluent, and ſpe- 
cious, and crofiching, and ſubmiſſive, with a plentiful command 
of crying, and canting, and whining about religion in his ſpee- 
ches; and no lack of buffoonery and low jeſting, which he 
never ſpared when he uſed to remind the people of the coarfe 
manner he and their Committee had been received and treated by 
the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and other Biſhops, before I 
joined their Aſſociation. Hearing Mr. Fiſher ſo often ſpeak in 


the very groſſeſt manner of Lord North and the reſt of the 


King's ſervants, and of the Archbiſhop and Biſhops conduct; 
which he compared to that of hackney coachmen, I had frequent 
ocaſions, as Preſident, to-:preſer ve decency and order; and to 


remind Mr. Fiſher repeatedly from the chair that he onght to 


ſpeak to the people in a, more becoming language; and that we 
mult not indulge a beliet that a Proteſtant Committee had been 


received rudely by perſons of ſuch high rank,” though Arch» 


biſhops and. Biſhops might indeed have thought fit ro reject a 
Petition againſt Popery. 

I dare fay a great majority of the Committee would have been 2 
againſt Mr. Fiſher's motion for poſtponing the preſenting of the - 
Petition, if IJ had had the fame opportunity of communicating 
Lord Petre's converſation to them that I had to Mr. Middleton. 
There were ſome honeſt and learned Men in that Commuttes | 


from the beginniug. | 
I had a very difficult part to act in the ſpring of the 255 | 


1780, both in the Houſe of Commons and out of it. 


In the Houſe of Commons I had every day to reply, firſt, _ 
Lord North and the Miniſterial party ; and then to Mr. Fox 
and Mr. Burke, who uſed in thoſe days to make a great deal 
of noiſe in favour of the petitions for the redreſs of grievances. 


1 Faves doubted _ ſincerity in thoſe windy harangues. I 
| — 
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17 thought they were no gd friends. to the ole; | - an 
pected all along that they were only making horſes of Mr: 


Wyvill and the Yorkſhiremen to ride into office upon, and to 


Compaſs the winning-poſts of the political race ground. 


Out of the Houſe of Commons, I was in the midſt of the pro- + 
telant Aſſociation, Fifty Thouſand ſtrong and valiant, and at 4 


hand in London and the environs : and I really believe that they 


ſtudious, and exert my endeavours, to the uttermoſt, to pro- 

mote the ſucceſs of the. Proteſtant Petitions, if poſſi ble, without 
bringing odium and diſgrace on his Majeſty's conſidential ſer- 
vants: and yet, every body knows, that on the part of govern- 


paper throughaut theſe kingdoms, was ſet at work to blacken 
And vility my reputation in the eyes of all Europe. 


' would have done any lawful act that 1 deſired them to do, from 
the general good opinion they entertained of my public conduct, 


though they did not know any of the variety of temptations - 
3 I had reſiſted, with contempt and abhorrenee, rather han 
deſert my own principles, and their cauſe. 

I thought it my duty to God, and my fellow citizens, be 


ment every, mean and dirty tool of the court, and every newſ- 


| "I. 
. 7 Hy 8. GORDON. 
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{To be continued. Þ 
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